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Sir: 



This is in response to the Office Action dated March 7, 2003 (Paper No. 4). 



The amendments presented below are in compliance with the revised 
amendment format permitted in the Notice from the Office of Patent Legal 
Administration of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office dated January 31, 2003. 
Thus, the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.121 are waived for amendments made to the 
claims in this response. 

This response is being submitted within the shortened statutory period for 
reply to the Office Action. However, should additional fees be necessary in 
connection with the filing of this paper, or if a petition for extension of time is 
required for timely acceptance of same, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge Deposit Account No. 19-0741 for any such fees; and applicant(s) hereby 
petition for any needed extension of time. 
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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

In this rejection, claim 1 has been cancelled and its subject matter has been 
incorporated into claim 2 which therefore assumes independent form. All of the 
remaining claims have been made either directly or indirectly dependent on claim 2. 

The rejections under §§ 102, 103 are rendered moot by this amendment. 
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